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BOARD OF SELECTMEN

MEETING MINUTES

JANUARY 31, 2012
The regular meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM.  Present were Selectwoman Bik, Selectmen Sawyer, Marchand, and Wozniak; and Town Administrator Keyes.  Town Counsel Costello arrived at 7:55 PM.

Mr. Sawyer brought Mr. Levitre, U.S. Army Veteran forward to have him lead the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Vice Chairwoman Bik said the Town and Senators Moore and Kerry wanted to honor Mr. Levitre.  Senator Moore said he wanted to honor a true American hero.  Mr. Levitre was a Corporal in the US Army, a Veteran of WWII, and was involved in the European Theatre in the Normandy invasion.  He presented Mr. Levitre with a Good Conduct Medal and said he received five Bronze Service Stars for his service in Normandy, N. France, Ardennes, Rhineland, Central Europe and Belgium.  He said if you receive five Bronze Service Stars you automatically receive a Silver Service Star.  Mr. Bykowski from Senator Kerry’s office presented a Citation to Mr. Levitre and Mr. Sawyer also presented a Citation on behalf of the Board of Selectmen.
Senator Moore also presented Mr. Sawyer (for the Town) in honor of Mr. Levitre and the new recruit Tim Harvey with a new POW MIA flag.

Mr. Sawyer made a motion to accept the minutes of the meetings of January 14, 2012 and January 17, 2012, seconded by Mr. Wozniak.  Vote unanimous.  

Vice Chairwoman Bik said Chairman Haughey is ill and could not be here tonight.

Correspondence 
Blackstone Bikeway (MA Department of Conservation & Recreation – Mr. Keyes read a letter from the DCR dated December 16, 2011 to the Board of Selectmen stating they are considering purchasing permanent and temporary easements on land located in Blackstone.  The DCR requested that the Chairman of the Board sign a Certificate stating they made this announcement during their meeting (Exhibit A).  Mr. Wozniak made a motion to sign this form, seconded by Mr. Sawyer. Vote unanimous.  
Good & Welfare – Public  

Robert Dubois – 56 Edgewater Drive - Mr. Dubois wanted to discuss the ongoing issue at the Woonsocket Wastewater plant.  He appreciated the letter Mr. Keyes sent to Woonsocket because they have no right to raise the rates.

Bill Rollins, 25 Staples Lane – Mr. Rollins submitted a petition to be considered as a warrant for Staples Lane and asked if the Board would be discussing this tonight.   Mr. Keyes said citizens’ petitions would be discussed at a later date.  

Old Business 

Finance Team Update – Mr. Keyes said they are meeting with the Abrams Agency tomorrow and had reconciliation discussions last week.  
Industrial Commission Appointments – Mr. Sawyer nominated Hubert Arsenault because he was on in this Commission before, seconded by Mr. Marchand.  Vote unanimous.   Mr. Wozniak nominated Jackie Miner, seconded by Mr. Sawyer.  Vote unanimous.  Mr. Wozniak wants to revisit this issue at the next meeting.   Mr. Keyes said Chairman Haughey also has a nominee for this Commission.

New Business

Northeastern University Program – Dan Dulaski - Mr. Keyes said Northeastern University provides engineering services for communities throughout the Commonwealth.  Mr. Dulaski is a Professor at Northeastern and said he needs to find real world projects for his students to work on so he reaches out to communities he is familiar with in September.  He said he and his students would be walking around Main Street tomorrow to do research.  He said they would make a presentation at the campus in April.
Patrick Costello, Esq. – “Draft” Annual Town Meeting Warrants – Mr. Keyes said this is a first draft and he met with Town Counsel to discuss the articles (Exhibit B).  Attorney Costello said Articles 1-8 are recurring articles and the alphabetized articles are proposed articles.
Attorney Costello said since Articles 1-8 are recurring articles he could pass over them.  He said Articles A-M were submitted by department heads.  Mr. Keyes specified that they were DRAFT articles and would read each one.
Articles A and B - Mr. Keyes said the first article would be coming from the Recycling Enterprise account.  Mr. Walsh said the rear loader will be used for commercial businesses and wants to have 200 businesses on board by next year.  Mr. Sawyer said the Capital Outlay Committee reviewed these articles but has not voted on them.  Mr. Walsh said Article B is for the purchase of two GVWR Refuse Collection Body Trucks.  
Mr. Marchand wants to make the language stronger for Article 8.

Article C – Mr. Keyes said the Board is allowed to borrow up to $400,000 for the storm water management program.  
Article D - Fire Chief Sweeney said the defibrillator they currently have is seven years old and wants to transfer money out of ambulance receipts.  He said they want to use the old defibrillator as a backup.
Article E – Ms. Staples, Town Clerk said the voting booths are old and are falling apart.  She thought the amount for new booths should not exceed $11,000.

Article F – Mr. Suprenant, DPW Director said the tractor is needed to maintain easements and it would be more expensive to rent one.  He said funds would be divided between highway, sewer, and water.  Mr. Marchand thinks this is a lot of money for something that is not used frequently.  There was a lot of discussion regarding this article.  Mr. Suprenant said he would revisit the utilization of manpower.    
Mr. Sawyer said the Capital Outlay Committee has already gone through these articles and they are meeting on February 8 to make a recommendation.  Mr. Wozniak requested to hold off on the DPW articles until the Capital Outlay meeting. 
Article N - Ms. Branchaud, Board of Library Trustees said the amount of the revolving fund should be $1,000.

Article O – Attorney Costello said this article was submitted last fall and there is no need to put it on the Warrant.  There was a lot of discussion regarding this article. Attorney Costello wants to confirm the language and said he would research this issue.  

Articles P, Q, & R – Attorney Costello said these articles are seeking to amend the Charter.  Attorney Costello said Article P is simple and straightforward.  Mr. Marchand thinks it is a good idea.  

Attorney Costello said Article Q is looking to make the Town Clerk an appointed position.  Ms. Staples, Town Clerk said it does not bother her either way but wants to speak to Mr. Keyes and Attorney Costello about statutory provisions.   

Attorney Costello said Article R is looking to make the Collector/Treasurer an appointed position and also discussed creating a Finance Director position.  He said if this is approved at Town Meeting then the Board of Registrars would need to place it on a ballot.  
Articles S & T – Mr. Keyes said he wants to pass over Articles S and T.

Article U – Mr. Keyes said they are looking to accept Rolling Brook as a public way.  Attorney Costello said approval is needed from the DPW/Planning Board.  
Articles V & X – Mr. Keyes said the Town is trying to acquire land on St. Paul Street and Chestnut Street and gave Attorney Costello the necessary paperwork.

Article Z – Mr. Keyes said this is for the roof issue and hopes to send out RFP’s in February. 

Article AA – Mr. Keyes said the Town wants to change the purpose of the debt authorizations previously approved for capital projects.  Attorney Costello said the Town would have to designate what the new purchases would be.  

Good & Welfare – Selectmen 
Mr. Marchand – Mr. Marchand said Mr. Keyes provided him with an updated list of town vehicles and he will make sure these vehicles are on the road.  
Mr. Wozniak – He wants to do a show twice a month highlighting Blackstone businesses and also have an interchange between business owners and the Cable Commission.  

Mr. Sawyer – He thanked Senator Moore for the POW flag and said it would be well taken care of.   He appreciates that Mr. Keyes and the Town Accountant found funds to install a flag pole with a solar light.

Ms. Bik – She said spotlighting businesses would be a refreshing change.  She wanted to thank Mr. Sawyer for being an unbelievable advocate for the Veterans.  She hopes Chairman Haughey is feeling better.  

Mr. Sawyer made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:46 PM, seconded by Mr. Wozniak.  Vote unanimous.

Respectfully submitted,

Kim Milliken 


